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and Kasi. Let the Lord enter Nirvana in one of these. For there
are in all of them many rich Ksatriyas, Brahmins, and Merchants
who are loyal followers of the Blessed One, and they will see to the
last rites.' *Say not so, Ananda. . .. This city Kusinara was once
the capital of Sudassana, the great Emperor, a righteous King,
victor of the four quarters of the earth, ruling in security, owning
the Seven Precious Jewels. . . . Neither by day nor night was the
capital without the sounds of elephants and horses, of chariots, of
drums, of pipes and lutes, of song and cymbals and gongs, and the
voice of the people crying, "Eat ye and drink!" Go then, Ananda,
to Kusinara, and say to the Mallas: "To-night in the last watch the
Blessed One enters Nirvana, Be favourable, lest ye suffer remorse
that the Blessed One should pass into Nirvana in your borders, and
ye did not seize the chance to be present".'

So the venerable Ananda, taking bowl and robes, went with
another monk to Kusinara; and the Mallas were met together
in their Moot-hall. And he came to them and told them his
tidings.

And they and their children and their wives were overcome with
grief.... And they drew near to the sandal-tree grovej and Ananda,
thinking, 'Let me marshal the Mallas by families to reverence the
Lord,* brought them before him before the first watch of the night
was ended.

And at that time the wandering friar Subhadda dwelt at Kusinara 5
and hearing it said, 'To-night Gotama the Solitary will enter
Nirvana,' he thought, *I have heard it said by friars who were old
teachers of teachers that seldom does a Lord, a Holy One, a Buddha
Supreme appear among men. To-night in the last watch Gotama
the Solitary will enter Nirvana. I have a question in my mind, and
I believe that he can teach me and ease my doubt.' Then he came
to the sandal-tree grove, and asked the venerable Ananda if he
might see Gotama the Solitary. 'Enough, brother Subhaddaj trouble
not the Lord. He is weary,' said Ananda* And when this had
happened three times the Blessed One chanced to hear them speak-
ing, and called to the venerable Ananda: "Come, Ananda, hinder
him not, but let Subhadda see me. Whatsoever he shall ask me will
be not to trouble me, but to learn. He will soon understand my
answers.' So the venerable Ananda said: 'Come, brother Subhadda;
the Lord grants you an audience.9 So the friar came, and greeted
the Blessed One, and sat reverently by him and asked him: CO
Gotama, tell me of those monks and Brahmins who are renowned.